
How to Hang Your Art 
 
Initially you need to start by thinking about quality.  You have beautiful images, and you 
want them to last.  Frames, mats and glass matter - a lot.  More pricey materials like rag mat 
board, acid-free foam board, UV protective glass and acid free adhesives maintain the 
picture quality better than the cheaper alternatives.  However, these to get very expensive, 
so here are some ideas to consider.  

○ Hang your images in areas that receive less sunlight 
○  For images that the sun actually rest on each day, spend the extra money and 

preserve your portraits. 
○ Spend the money the conservation materials - and not on the frame 
○ Visit a reputable frame shop and explain your concerns.  Explain your budget. 

Most frame shops will help you get the best quality if they understand your 
concerns. 

 
If you’re framing the image yourself consider have a frame shop mat your image to a 
standard size and buy your frame off the rack.  Acrylic based linen tape is a good solution 
for attaching a photograph to a backing, and it won’t harm your image.  Mostly, ask 
questions and consider all your alternatives before making your final selections. 
 
Finding your Center 
 
The trick to hanging art is to always hang it at 57" on center. "On center"  means that the 
middle of the picture is at 57" (obviously, the hook will be higher). Interestingly, the 57" 
standard represents the average human eye-height and is regularly used as a standard in 
many galleries and museums. 
 
Grouping portraits can be tricky but can also have amazing visual impact. The 57" also 
applies to groups of pictures. Think of a group as ONE picture.  An easy trick for creating a 
grouping is to trace each individual piece of art onto paper and then cut out the shapes. 
Using these paper shapes you can arrange them on the wall using some tape. This enables 
you to determine which arrangement you prefer without having to put dozens of extra nail 
holes in your wall. When you have found the desired configuration you can then lightly mark 
it onto your wall with a pencil.  
 
When you hang wall art pieces or arrange decor items in odd numbers or groups of three, 
you engage your viewer's attention and are better able to highlight specific features of your 
home.  To encourage interest you should hang images in odd numbers, for areas such as 
sunrooms where you wish to relax consider using even numbers of items.  When in doubt, 
hang odd numbers of portraits.   And remember it’s best to use picture hooks rather than 
nails because hooks are designed to redistribute the weight suspended from them. 
 



When you’re hanging art above a piece of furniture it is generally advised to not use 
portraits that are wider than the furniture. A general rule of thumb is to aim for the artwork 
to be between 50-90% of the width of the furniture below it. 75% is ideal, but anything in the 
suggested range is usually safe. If your ratio is less than 50% then the artwork is too small, if 
your ratio is larger than 90% the art is too big. Exception: If you are hanging art above a 
grouping of furniture that is close together you would use the total width of the furniture as 
your guideline. (For example, if an art grouping is being hung over a 60" sofa, the ideal 
grouping would about 40" - 45” in length.) 
 
When choosing art to hang over a fireplace, look for something that is around two-thirds of 
the width of the mantel.  (It should be at least 50 percent and no more than 75 percent of 
the mantel width.)  You can use several items arranged horizontally, as long as the total 
width falls within that range.  Another guideline is to keep the art the same width as the 

fireplace opening.  
 
Step by Step: 
1. Measure and lightly mark 57" on the wall 
2. Measure top of your picture to the middle (or take height and divide by 2) 
3. Measure top of your picture to the tightened wire (a small amount) 
4. Subtract this last amount to tell you how far above 57" your hook should go 
5. Measure up from 57" with this last amount and lightly mark on the wall 
 
Example: 
1. Picture is 20" tall 
2. Middle is 10" down from top (this should rest at 57") 
3. Wire comes to 2" below the top 
4. 10" - 2" = 8" 
5. Lightly mark 8" above your first mark OR 65" on the wall 
Though this may seem complicated to read, it is quite simple when you do it. The thing to 
always remember is that the CENTER of all your pictures are hanging at the same 57", and 
you are just figuring out where the hook goes above it. 
 
One final thing we wish you to consider.  Art is personal.  All of these guidelines are just 
that.  Guidelines.  If you love the portrait you have above a chair in your home, and it breaks 
every rule - and it looks fabulous - just go with it.  There are no art police. Hang snow 
pictures in the summer and sunflowers in the winter if you feel like it.  Rotate your art to 
stay current and to break up the decorating monotony in your home.  Change is good. 
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